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“| am in the dock’”’—-says MP 


WHY GO ON MAKING 


GERMAN 


ENEMIES? 


Effects of dismantling 
By EMRYS HUGHES, MP 


HAVE just returned from Germany where I found that indignation 
about our plans for the dismantling of industrial plants is bitter and 


growing. 
While in Berlin and the Ruhr I 
political opinion, with spokesmen of 


talked with leaders of all shades of 
the German counterpart of our TUC, 


with the President of the Ruhr miners, and with representatives of the 


Employers’ Federation. 


Uppermost in all their minds was 


““demontage” the French equivalent of dismantling. 
I found General Sir Brian Robertson studying a vrotest 


from the Cardinal Archbishop of Cologne. 


30 strongly about recent events in the Ruhr that they had 
made appeals for prayers in all Catholic Churches in their 
British authorities 
persuaded to change ’their minds and their policy in pro- 


dioceses, prayers that the 


ceeding with dismantling. 


On the other extreme, the 


of the fact that in their zone the Russians 


“demontage"’ on a much greater scale and indeed have 
been arguing that in the Ruhr we have not been proceeding 
with the Potsdam plans as quickly as we might. 


’ Creating ill will 


But when Catholics and Communists are in a new kind 
-of United Front against our dismantling activities is it not 


time that we considered our policy again? 


. Are we not creating for ourselves a 
heritage of hatred and ill-will which will 
be welcomed by the underground Nazis 
and by the Communists for the purpose 
of discrediting Western Democracy? 


German democracy is not a very sturdy 
growth. Its leaders, who are willing to co- 
operate with us, are open to the criticism 
that they are the Quislings of the Occupy- 
ing Powers. Their influence and prestige is 
seriously weakened when demonstrations 
take place by workers who are ordered to 
pull down factories and plant which will 
leave them, when it is all over, without 
jobs and without hope. 


This point of view was emphasised to 
Mme in an interview I had with leaders of 
the Deutcher Gewerkschaftbund (German 
Trade Unions) at Dusseldorf. 


Labour point of view ; 


They explained that the German Trade 
Unions have always maintained the view 
that the war industries must be completely 
removed but that, wherever possible all 
plants which serve peace production should 
be maintained. 


They have always been prepared to 
acknowledge reparations within possible 
limits. 

They are prepared to agree that dis- 
mantlings should be carried out in the light 
of economic commonsense and _ political 
necessities. 


They were critical of certain dismant- 
lings in the steel industry, especially of the 
plants selected for partial dismantling in 
Duisberg and Hattingen. Measures, which 
aim at the removal of surplus capacity for 
War purposes, they contend, should not be 
tarried out in a way that essential plants 
are taken out of continuously working 
factories, or destroyed or that, in the case 
of total dismantling, the most economical 
Plants are taken out of the economy. 


Oil from coal 


Feeling in Germany has been especially 
atrong over the proposed dismantlings of 
the plants which produce synthetic oil from 
low quality coal. 


In Britain during the debates on nationa- 
lisation of the mines we heard a great 
deal about the by-products of coal and the 


White House demonstration 
to-morrow 


American pacifists plan to parade in front 
of the White House ‘in).Washington to- 
Morrow in a protest demonstration against 
the imprisonment of Larry Gara, history 
teacher of Blufton College. 


Gara was sentenced to 18-months im- 
pr sonment for advising a young CO, who 


ad refused to register for military service, | 


to stick to his principles. 


: Communist 
Rundschau was ‘featuring on its front page, news of the 
anti-British demonstrations in the Ruhr, in cynical disregard 


the question of 


His bishops felt 


should be 


Tagliche 


have carried out 


EMRYS HUGHES, MP 


importance of their manufacture to the 
economy of the mining industry. 


In Germany oil from coal has been a 
problem which has long received great at- 
tention from technicians and scientists. 


Dismantling of the oil from coal plants 
would take away from the coal industry 
essential parts of the coal refinement 
process, 


As well as the Bergius, the Fischer- 
Tropsch process had been perfected and 
tested prior to Hitler’s advent to power. 
These processes were used by Hitler but 
were not primarily designed for war pro- 
duction and the miners’ leaders stressed 
the fact that they could be used for peace 
purposes and that it would be a_ short 
sighted policy to scrap them just because 
they were used by Hitler’s war machine. 


Indeed they, pointed out that only six 
months ago, the Occupation Authorities, 
themselves authorised the expenditure of 


(Continued on page four) 


SENATOR TAFT OPPOSES PACT 


PEACE NEWS 


War no solution of 
East-West conflict 


—WORLD COUNCIL 


OF CHURCHES 


NE OF THE MOST FORTHRIGHT PRONOUNCEMENTS ON WAR 
WHICH HAVE BEEN MADE FOR SOME TIME BY A CHURCH 
LEADER IS CONTAINED IN THE REPORT OF THE GENERAL 
SECRETARY OF THE WORLD COUNCIL OF CHURCHES, DR. W. A. 


VISSER ’T HOOFT. 


The Report was submitted to the 
central committee of the Council at 
Chichester last Saturday, under the 
presidency of the Bishop of Chiches- 
ter, Dr. G. A. K. Bell. 


This Report, which is of great signifi- 
cance, has been ignored by the popular 
daily Press, as was a statement in similar 
terms published ip the Vatican-inspired 
newspaper Osservatore Romano a_ few 
weeks ago (Peace News, May 20). 

Dealing with “the ideological and politi- 
cal situation between the so-called West 
and the so-called East,” Dr. Visser ’t Hooft 
said: 

“The Churches believe that. the pre- 


sent conflict cannot be settled by war,- 


for a basically ideological conflict can 
only be overcome by spiritual and social 
action. 


“There is a widespread longing among 
Christians, even outside the Christian fold. 
to hear a voice which even in the midst of 
the battle of the propagandas expresses 
the abiding and dynamic truths which point 
beyond the present deadlock.” 


Declaring that the Churches sought “a 
creative solution of the problems of free- 
dom and order, of justice and equality)” 
Dr. ’t Hooft said they must scrutinise all 
their work and all their plans from the one 
standpoint: “Do they really build the 
Church of Christ as the new people of God 
who carry the witness of hope to a har- 
dened and despairing world? ” 


Are churches persecuted? 


The Report did not minimise the serious 
position of the Churches in the Communist- 
controlled countries and said that the posi- 
tion was in some respects worse. 


Although it was true to say that the 
conflict. between the State and the church- 
men was in certain cases of a political 
rather than a religious flavour, there re- 
mained the indisputable fact that a sys- 
tematic attempt was being made to force 
the Churches into a pattern which was 
foreign to their nature. 

There was no direct religious perse- 
cution in the form in which such persecu- 
tions took place in the early stages of the 


Would provoke war rather than peace 


A 


Atlantic Pacters 


CONSIDERABLE flutter has been caused in political circles and among 
in particular by Senator Taft’s announcement that 


“with great regret” he cannot vote for the ratification of the North Atlantic 


Pact. 


His reason is that the Pact carries an 
obligation to assist in arming the nations 
of Western Europe at America’s expense. 

That obligation would provoke war 
rather than peace, and the arms plan 
rendered the Pact contrary to the spirit 
of the obligations assumed by USA under 
the United Nations Charter. 

Senator Taft, who was addressing a 
crowded Senate on the fifth day of the Pact 
debate, added that he would vote for rati- 
fication if a reservation were adopted 
denying any legal or moral obligation to 
provide arms. 

It was clear to him, he said, that the 
Pact was a military alliance. While admit- 
ting the force of the argument that it 
might be a deterrent to war, he pointed out 
that the Soviet Union might put a different 
interpretation on it and might, in fact, 
decide that it would be better for them if 
war came at the moment. of their own 
choosing before the arming of the other 
Pact nations was completed. 

Justification for arms aid was said to 
rest on the necessity of defence against 
Russia, but, he pointed out, arms, once pro- 
vided, would be completely under the con- 
trol of the recipient nation whatever form 
its government might take. 

Finally, said the Senator, it was becom- 
ing increasingly obvious that Britain in- 
‘tended to trade extensively with the 
Soviet Union. 

The same, he added, would be true of 
other European nations, which had already 


provided Russia with aircraft engines and 
other equipment which could aid the 
Russian war potential. 

“The more we take off their shoulders 
the burden of providing for their own 
defence the more free they will be to 
ship steel and heavy machinery to the 
East. We are providing economic assis- 
tance which to a large extent will go into 
the same pot as aid for Russia.” 


Dont they want to be defended? 


Whatever the political or other motive 
behind Senator Taft’s attitude, writes a 
correspondent, those people in all countries 
who oppose the Pact because of its military 
implications will welcome the support of a 
man of Mr. Taft’s position and influence. 
It is interesting to note that he confirms 
many of the commonsense and_ realistic 
arguments against the Pact which were in- 
cluded in the statement by American 
Quakers published in Peace News on Play 
18. 


His last argument in particular is calcu- 
lated seriously to undermine confidence in 
the Pact as a military instrument. 

For if it is true that American arms 
aid only frees Euronean countries to 
assist in arming Russia, they cannot be 
very much interested in their own de- 
fensive power and they cannot be very 
much afraid of Russia. 

The outlook for military unity, let alone 
military enthusiasm among the Pact 
nations is not at the moment very bright. 


Admiral has other ideas 


“We cannot hide from ourselves the 
possibility of another world war. There 
can be few who do not perceive that we 
are confronted by a situation of the 
greatest gravity that it behoves us to look 
at our defences. More could be done by 
appeals to Christianity than by the use of 
the overworked word ‘democracy.’ The 
next war will be a religious war fought 
with material weapons but with a spiritual 


object.”—Admiral of the Fleet, Lord Cork. 


and OTTERS Manchester Guardian, July) 11, 
1949. 


Russian Revolution, but there was a 
policy of regimentation of the Churches. 


This took the form of forbidding these 
to render any public witness. except when 
invited to join the official chorus of glori- 
fication of the new regime. 


That regimentation, 
more dangerous than direct persecytion to 
the purity and freedom of the Church. 


(The encouraging spirit of this Report 
contrasts favourably with the negative 
tone of the Archbishop of Canterbury's 
letter to the General Secretary of the Peace 
Pledge Union, in a correspondence which 
appears on page 3.) 


Eighty-four on Monday 


T AURENCE HOUSMAN,  Presi- 

~ dent of the War Resisters’ Inter- 
national, one of the Sponsors of the 
Peace Pledge Union, and a director of 
Peace News Ltd., is celebrating his 
84th birthday on Monday, July 18. 

We take this op- 
portunity of  ex- 
pressing the grati- 
tude of pacifista all 
over the world for 
his continued wit- 
ness and. support 
for the cause of 
world peace. 

He has, within 
the last few 
months, spoken on 
PPU platforms 
in Bournemouth, 
Bristol and _ Lon- 
don, impressing all 
who have heard 
him with his forth- 
right defence of humanist values and 
support for the young men on whose 
shoulders falls the burden of resistance 
conscription. 


BOMBING | 


Britain asks for it~ 


A GRIM warning to the people of 
if Ms : 

Britain comes once again’ from 
Geneva, whtre before the last war the fate 
of Coventry afd other blitzed cities was 
sealed when Britain refused to support the 
abolition of bontbing aircraft at the Dis- 
armament Conference. 

Now, in July, 1949, Britain has failed 
to raise her voice in protest agajnst 
America’s refusal to accept an amend- 
ment to the Geneva Convention, sup- 
ported by Israel and Russia, making the 
bombing of civilian centres a war crime. 
In_ the Commons, Emrys Hughes asked 

the Foreign Minister why the British dele- 
gation had opposed this proposal. 

Mr. Bevin: No such proposal has been 
made. The question, therefore, does not 
arise. 

Mr. Hughes: Is the Minister aware that 
it was reported on the front page of last 
Sunday’s Observer? 

There was no reply. 
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Two Masters 


N the opposite page will be 

found an interesting letter from 
the Archbishop of Canterbury to the 
General Secretary of the Peace 
Pldge Union. 


Anything more completely dis- 
couraging, to the Christian who looks 
to the leaders of his Church for 
guidance in the vexed question of the 
Christian’s attitude to war, it would 
be difficult to imagine. It places the 
Christian in what one would think 
must be an intolerable position. 
For it offers him conflicting loyalties 
and the service of two masters. 


Like other Christian pacifists, we 
have often been rebuked for describ- 
ing the Church’s attitude to war as 
a “dilemma.” The position of the 
Archbishop seems to us rather worse 
| than a dilemma. A dilemma is gene- 
' rally.regarded as an essentially tem- 
porary situation. When one is on 
the horns of it, one believes that one 
will.somehow manage to disimpale 
oneself at any moment. 


But now it appears the Christian 
* must reconcile himself to remaining 
in this predicament indefinitely. He 
igs to embrace two conflicting theo- 
logies, “the theology of the State,” 
to quote the Archbishop, and that of 
the Church, and he will be called upon 
!) to switch from one to the other ac- 
» cording to the political situation. 


And to complete his goul’s discom- 
fort he must realise beforehand that 
whichever authority he obeys he will 
be wrong. 


It is fortunate that there are still 
Church leaders, like the secretary of 
the World Council of Churches re- 
ported elsewhere, who are still deter- 
' mined to find an answer to the ques- 
» tion the Archbishop has apparently 
) abandoned. 


In these days, when we are told 
that the arch-enemy of Christendom 
, is Communism, .with its religion of 
| State-worship, it is nothing less than 
astounding to learn that the 
' Christian may accept the law of the 
1) State as a legitimate competitor to 
the law of God. 


For this means that Communism 
is, after all, half right. The devil is 
black and white, ike a Friesian cow. 


The Communist, however, is to be 
envied in one important respect. He 
‘igs permitted the luxury of an un- 

divided loyalty. He may accept in 
nid all situations the law’of his statutory 
N)))) deity as absoute. But the poor 
»))) Christian, with his dual loyalty and 
theological schizzophrenia, knows 
) that he can only obey one spiritual 
} | authority by-discbeying another. 


' One point in the Archbishop’s 
i letter really must be dismissed as ir- 
ij relevant. The distinction hetween 
) just and unjust wars is out of date. 
All modern wars are necessarily and 
i) inevitably “just.” They couldn’t be 
)) anything else. The peoples of the 
) Western world could never be per- 
)))) suaded to enter a total war unless the 
rH W) great majority of them were con- 
Ti ‘vinced that their governments were 
2 in the right. 


oe 

ue 
| iit Therefore when the Archbishop 
"says that the Christian may fight in 
a] "a just war, he really means a 
)) Christian may fight in any kind of 
large-scale war that is ever likely to 
turn up. 
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Commentary 


The old, old crisis 


N all the fog of technical and 

financial details it is well not to 
lose sight of certain fundamental 
principles, otherwise the ordinary 
citizen will give up any attempt to 
understand a situation which is too 
complicated for any but experts. 


Only in a superficial sense can this 
“Dollar Dilemma” be regarded as arising 
out of a special post-war situation. It 
would have arisen sooner or later, irres- 
pective of the war. The war may even 
have postponed it. 


For it is only the latest of a series of 
essentially similar crises which have re- 
curred regularly within the nations and in 
the lives of individuals as the logical effect 
of that system of irresponsible economic 
laissez-faire which has irritated the surface 
of the earth for at least two centuries. 


It is history’s answer to the doctrine of 
“enlightened self-interest” and to the 
theory that competition is the most fruitful 
incentive to economic endeavour. 


Call it by any name 


N no two countries is the crisis 

quite the same. In Britain it is 
the clash between the old free-for-all 
economic dogfight and the Govern- 
ment’s planned economy. 


Marshall Aid is now showing the other 
side of the face which was first presented 
to us as purely benevolent. It is display- 
ing the old paradox of Western democracy: 
the endeavour to maintain a_ political 
system based on liberty, equality and fra- 
ternity by an economic system based on 
competition and self-interest. 


So the whole plan is now threatened 
by its own split-mindedness. It is demon- 
strating the difficulty of performing acts 
of charity with an instrument designed for 
xommercial exploitation. 


Its promoters wished to “ put Europe on 
its feet” right enough, and some of them 
perhaps from motives of comparative 
purity. But the condition attached to the 
alms was the firm re-establishment of that 
system which is generally known as Free 
Enterprise but sometimes as the American 
Way of Life or, more recently, Free Trade 
or Multilateralism. 


The Marshall half-measure 


T is a curious half-measure. It 


to buy from America raw materials 
and other necessities to increase 
their production, but it leaves them 
to compete fiercely with each other 
as to its disposal. It puts restrictions 
on trade with Russia, and at the 
same time closes its, the American, 
barriers against European imports. 


By setting Europe to work again it may 
have staved off immediate collapse. But it 
implied no change at all in the old 
economic system nor any form of real pro- 
gress. It has done nothing for European 
unity, but merely left the European coun- 
tries to fight it out among’ themselves 
within a limited arena. 


It is indeed doubtful whether the future 
will see Marshal] Aid as anything but a 
plan for the financial domination of 
Europe. 


Obstacles to dollar charity 


HE Government’s obstinate at- 

tempt to establish elementary 
socialism has emerged as the chief 
obstacle to what the Russians with 
some justification call dollar- 
imperialism. 

Hence the quite natural American pro- 
test against such acts of independence as 
the Argentine meat pact, a commonsense 
bilateral transaction, based on the principle 
of barter, which falls well outside the 
general competitive melée. 


An even greater obstacle would be a 
trade agreement with Russia the possibility 
of which is widely, though not officially, 
discussed, but is still on the list of pious 
hopes. 


The Parties remove the gloves 


N this country the latest develop- 

ments have ended the pretence 
of unity and revived the fundamental] 
issues between Labour and Tory 
policies. 

Tory economists in Press and Parlia- 
ment are now candidly demanding the old 
way out of economic difficulties. The “ re- 
turn to 1931” is their simple remedy. 


The Economist continues with renewed 
emphasis to advocate what it so nicely calls 
“the therapeutic effect of a moderate degree 
of unemployment ’’—which is the most 
gentlemanly description we have yet read 
of what we used so vulgarly to call the 
industrial scrap heap. 


rules of capitalist 


By Doris Watson 
of Frating Hall Community 


N a yxecent speech to the World 

Youth Organisations, the Duke of 
Edinburgh particularly stressed the 
need for good neighbourliness as a 
basis for World Peace. Some two 
thousand years ago Jesus urged the 
same thing, only He went a step 
further, saying “ Love thy neighbour 
as thyself.” 


This spirit of neighbourliness, so 
urgently needed in the relationships be- 
tween nations has a very personal quality. 
Like love, it radiates between people, but 
if the flow is broken it dies. It has all 
the sustaining power of love without being 
sentimental or possessive. It can bind to- 
gether all manner of personalities which 
otherwise would remain apart. 


I have just returned from a long visit to 
the mining areas of Durham, where they 
pride themselves upon their neighbourli- 
ness. The hospitality of the North is of 
course traditional, but apart from their 
natural kindliness, they do set a great store 
by a good neighbour. 


When I questioned the womenfolk about 
how they had survived the cruel depression 
years, almost without exception their 
answer was, “It was awful, but I had a 
good neighbour.” They gave me the ‘im- 
pression that there was a comforting feel- 
ing of security in the knowledge that the 
person next door could be called upon in 
an emergency. 


I suppose it is because tragedy and 
sudden death are never far from the lives 
of pit folk, that this spirit flourishes. 
Yet I found it most moving that a com- 


IRENOUNCE WARANDIWILL NEVER 
SUPPORT OR SANCTION ANOTHER 


This pledge, signed by each member, Is 


the basis of the Peace Pledge Union. Send 
YOUR pledge to 


P.P.U. HEADQUARTERS 
Dick Sheppard House, Endsleigh St., WCI 


munity of people should be so sustained by 
thoughts of a strong right arm or a 
sympathethic heart should the need arise. 


It brought home to me more forcibly than 
anything else could. have done, the great 
need for some kind of warm human rela- 
tionship between people. 


The day of independant living has 
passed, nation depends upon nation as much 
as one person upon another. World shor- 
tages can never be solved unless there is 
more good neighbourliness abroad, and a 
recognition ‘upon the part of the people of 
the other man’s need being as great as his 
own. But alas! It requires a state of 
grace to be so charitable, and few of us are 
ever so blessed ! 


I may, be wrong or just plain dumb, yet 
jt seems to me that all the problems con- 
fronting the world today could be solved 
more easily if only people would accept a 
more simple way of life and realise that 
after the cataclysm of two World Wars 
living must begin from rock bottom again, 
and be built upon a new foundation of 
mutual trust. 


New values are needed, where human re- 
lationships count more than guns or tanks, 
and the goodwill of a neighbour more than 
an arsenal of atomic bombs. 


Being sociable over the garden fence 1s 
not enough, one cannot be casual in the 
matter. There must be a desire to give all 
and get down to fundamentals on behalf 
of whoever hag need. Compassion and 
tolerance have a big part to play, but most 
of all the understanding heart, which can 
reach out, through mists of doubt and des- 
pair, lift a neighbour back again, his con- 
fidence restored, his faith in humanity 
strengthened. 


These facts are all known to many who 
desire for World Fellowship and Peace, 
but how to get them into working order 
is the problem. It has occurred to me that 
a good start could be made at home by 
striving to become the “ Good Neighbour ” 
and watching the results. 


See what being in contact with those | 
kindly north country miners has done for 
me, I’m all lit up with the idea. Multinly 
that by hundreds of thousands and imagine 
what a much better world we should have. | 


| marked 


economics, the £ should now be devalued, 
taxation and wages reduced and the cost of 
living allowed to rocket. 


This method might “ succeed,” as it has 
done in the past. Food subsidies, child 
allowances and health services could be cut, 
recent improvements in pensions “revised,” 
wage-rates allowed to “seek their economic 
level” by the pressure of unemployment, 
and those classes which for the first time 
have had their heads just above the 
poverty line could be gently pushed down 
again below it. Then the £ could shake 
hands with the dollar, and democratic 
unity be restored. 


Government versus “logic ” 


UT it is just this “logical 

sequence of events” which the 
Government is making an heroic and 
historic effort to interrupt. 


The real issue is whether, within the 
framework of the present world economic 
situation, British standards of liying are 
artificially high. It is undeniable that the 
cost of British production is too high for 
competition in world markets. 


But what does this signify? Not that 
costs are teo high, but that by humane 
standards they have always been too low. 


Costs means largely labour costs, and the 
great productive era of capitalist expan- 
sion, of the benefits of which we hear so 
much, was in fact built up on working con- 
ditions which forbade a decent healthy life 
for the majority of producers. 


Since the beginning of the industrial 
revolution the worker has been incessantly 
and monotonously keeping down the costs 
of production and, with them, his own 
physical stature. 


It is the return to this exploitation 
(politely called “normalcy,” but by its 
victims something stronger) which the 
Government is struggling to prevent, and 
it is a struggle in which, to judge by the 
controversies of the past fortnight, any 
other government would already have sur- 
rendered. 


Evasion, or just tenacity? 


TAFFORD CRIPPS is being ac- 

cused of evading the issue and 
of fearing to confess to the nation 
that its social programme is im- 
practicable and that we are living 
beyond our means. It is probably 
more true to say he is clinging on 
in the hope of developing alternative 
sources of supply outside the 
American sphere, 


For what is at stake is not merely the 
£ sterling, nor even economic independence. 
It is the whole structure of social welfare 
legislation and the first serious attempt 
within a democratic country to replace the 
old competitive system by a controlled 
economy, designed to achieve a more 
equitable distribution. 


We are not competent to say whether the 
Government will succeed or whether cir- 
cumstances will prove too much for it, If 
it fails, we shall return to “ therapeutic 
unemployment” and the subordination of 
national policy to international finance, If 
it succeeds, the beginnings of Socialism will 
have been established in this country, 


It is for that reason that the situation is 
critical. 


(Rae ED 


WE ARE ENCOURAGED 


by the response to the previous appeal in 
this column which has greatly exceeded 
our average weekly total. Our thanks 
come to all who have sent money to help 
to pay for the poster display. But we are 
still below our target for the year. We 
cannot “put all our goods in this small 
shop window” ! ! If, as I think, the good 
response is in answer to the appeal for a 
definite object and for Particular action,. 
please remember that we are always being 
as active as possible .. . that meetings are 
going on, literature is being dispatched, 
contacts are being made and maintained: 
every day. We must indeed follow-up the 
posters and not only paste them on the 
hoardings. Will YOU help us, remember- 
ing that our efforts are limited only by the 
resources which you supply, and 


ENCOURAGE US TO 


GREATER EFFORTS STILL 


MAUD ROWNTREE 
Hon. Treasurer.. 
Contributions since July 1: £15 6s. 6d. 
Total for 1949: £59 9s. 8d. 
Budget for the year: £300. 


Donations to the fund should be sent 
“ Headquarters Fund,” to the- 
Treasurer at Dick Sheppard House, Ends- 
leigh St., W.C.1 
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CO tells Sheriff: 


Law of God comes 
| first 


INETEEN-YEAR-OLD William 

“" Sneddon, of Stormont Street, Perth, 
‘Stood firmly by his principles when he ap- 
Peared before Sheriff Prain for failing to 

ke his medical examination as a conscript. 

Pleading guilty, he told the Court: 

“There are two laws, the law of God and 
ithe law of man. The effect as I understand 
nD is that a Christian should try to keep to 

@ law of man. Where this conflicts with 
God’s law, then the Christian should obey 
the law of God.” 

Sheriff Prain: “You have had an oppor- 
‘Unity of putting your views before the 

ibunals, and they have turned you down. 
» “There is nothing else for it but submit 
Yourself to medical examination.” 

Sneddon: “ Yes, but I refuse to do that.” 

e was later ordered to appear before 

the Sheriff on July 12. 


| Women ask for PR in 


World Government 


WHEN the World Government Congress 
* meets in Stockholm in August it will 
We presented with an appeal to give pro- 
ortional representation to women through- 
®ut its political structure. 
|.The Swedish Mothers’ Peace League is 
“eularising women’s movements through- 
bat, the world with an appeal form which 
Bins; 
_ .,“As we have experienced where one- 
Sided, biassed management of the world 
_ led to, we find that it is high time to try 
| to achieve the correct balance. That is 
y we irrevocably claim .. . women’s 
Proportionally correct representation 
Within a future World Federalist 
Government.” 


Opies of the appeal may be had from 
MEL, Surbrunnsgatan 4, Stockholm, 
eden. 


len Years Ago 


From Peace News, July 14, 1939 


te Tt ig clear that one who is not prepared 
jpaive definite service to his country in the 
gt of war cannot be a member of the 
¥ Scout Brotherhood. 
a 6 Chief Scout does not say Scouts 
veodg in every case be prepared to join the 
3 ted forces, because he recognises that 
> € are those who conscientiously object 
i. taking life, but he does expect all 
muters and Scouts shall be prepared to 
der national service in some form,” 30 
ys @ statement by the Boy Scout's 
sociation, 
it. correspondent asks the Chief Scout: 
4 ul you explain and justify the grounds 
iL which you have departed from the fine 
prttion of the Scout movement, that the 
Feeution of the Scout's three fundamental 
Walties—to God, to the King and to his 
“Ghbour—should be a responsibility for 
F tn conscience and discretion ?” 


* * * 
b 
8 


fy cause he does not think it is the 
‘rch's business to be used as a recriit- 
o [Gent for the State, even for such forms 
Pp ational Service as he would quite 
tre ove of, the Archdeacon of Stoke-on- 
kej, "a8 declined to allow a school to be 


Maps lO" @ recruiting meeting for the Royal 
Meers. 


The Church and War 


ARCHBISHOP ANSWERS — 


HECKLERS’ 


QUESTIONS 


“4 URELY, if the Archbishop of Canterbury and the Pope would 

give the lead by telling every member of the Church of England 
and the Roman Catholic Church that "because war is a denial of the 
Fatherhood of God and contrary to the spirit and purpose of Christ no 
Christian should take part in it—such a challenge would virtually make 


war impossible.” 


Hecklers in the crowd which had been listening to Stuart Morris, 
General Secretary of the Peace Pledge Union, as he addressed an open- 


air meeting in Hyde Park asked for 
bishop. The correspondence between 
Stuart Morris and the Archbishop is 
published below. 


Stuart Morris to the Archbishop 
Canterbury; June 28, 1949: 


J FREQUENTLY speak in Hyde Park and 

elsewhere and very often have to 
answer questions about the attitude of the 
Churches to war. I had a specially 
vigorous heckling on the subject last Sun- 
day evening, and the crowd specially asked 
me to write to you and read them your 
reply at a subsequent meeting. 


of 


They put the question in this form, 
“Surely, if the Archbishhop of Canterbury 
and the Pope would give the lead by telling 
every member of the Church of England 
and the Roman Catholic Church that be- 
cause war is a denial of the Fatherhood of 
God and contrary to the spirit and purpose 
of Christ no Christian should take part in 
it—such a challenge would virtually make 
war impossible.” 


Does your Grace believe this and if so, 
why does not the Church in the name of 
Christ call on its members to refuse to 
fight and show them the Christian way 
of overcoming evil? 


If it be said that war is the lesser of 
two evils and that in the dilemma the best 
that a Christian can do is to choose the evil 
of war as against some greater evil, does 
this not imply that there is no way in that 
situation of doing good? In other words, 
that there is no way of expressing the will 
of God, since God cannot will evil, even a 
lesser evil. 


I will not trouble your Grace with apy 
of the other arguments, but although I 
realise how busy you are, I do hope that 
you will feel able to reply to the questions 
which the crowd were obviously very 
anxious to have answered. 


The Archbishop of Canterbury to Stuart 
Morris; July 1, 1949: 


{tT is clearly impossible to deal adequately 

in a brief reply with the rights and 
wrongs from a Christian point of view of 
the Pacifist position. 


The problem of war has_ perplexed 
the conscience of Christians for a very long 
time, but the opinion has prevailed and is 
still the official teaching of the Church that 
it is lawful for Christian men when bidden 
by the State to take part in a just war. 


_ No doubt grave difficulties arise in defin- 
ing what is a just war. Wars of aggression 
are certainly ruled out. 


It is arguable that in the conditions of 
modern war no war can be a just war. 


Certainly the whole force of Christians 
should be exercised to prevent war, but the 
majority opinion is still that in self-defence 
against wrong and in the defence of others 
against tyranny in the last resort war may 


this question to be put to the Arch- 


be accepted by the Christians as a civic 
necessity. 

I cannot do better than quote from Arch- 
bishop Temple two passages: 

“If you look at the New Testament 
carefully there can be no doubt that there 
ts @ theology of the State as well as of 
the Church and that it is our duty some- 
times to do as citizens in support of the 
State things which it would be inappro- 
priate to do as Churchmen. The duty to 
fight is a civic duty which if the cause ts 
good Christianity accepts and approves: 
but it is not a duty which has its originin 
Christianity as such. Though you can- 
not advance the Kingdom of God by fight- 
ing you can prevent Christian civilisa- 
tion or a civilisation on the way to be- 
coniing Christian from being destroyed.” 

“The choice is between two evils. 
Every available course is in this sense 
sinful but it belongs to an order of 
things which has departed from the rule 
of God. So we are involved in an en- 
tanglement due to the sin of mankind, 
including our own, in which the best 
thing we can do is still a bad thing. 
None the less it is right to do it because 
it is the best possible, and so we have got 
to do it and be penitent while we do it. 
We have to do the best we can being 
what we are in the circumstances where 
we are—and then God be merciful to us 
sinners.” 

Thus I would say that war can only be 
right relatively and not absolutely. Every- 
thing possible should be done to prevent it: 
but if in the last resort and in spite of 
every attempt by the State to avoid it the 
State is compelled for reasons which the 
Christian conscience can approve to resort 
to war, then in those circumstances it is 
right for a Christian to do his civic duty. 


Stuart ‘Morris to the Archbishop of 
Canterbury, July 5, 1949: 


T AM very grateful to you for your letter 
and I appreciate the troble you have 
taken to reply to mine. 

I know I must not exploit your kindness 
by entering into a controversy with you, 
though I admit that I am terribly tempted 
to point out what seem to me to be the 
flaws in the passages you quote from Arch- 
bishop Temple. 

I suppose there is no possibility of a 
round-table discussion on the whole issue, 
but I hope you will remember how much we 
should welcome such an opportunity at any 
time. 


From the Archbishop of Canterbury’s 
Chaplain to Stuart Morris, July 7, 1949: 
M[PHE Archbishop thanks you for your 
“ Jetter of July 5. He asks me to say 
that at the moment he does not feel that 
anything would be gained by a round-table 
conference on the issues you raised. 

His Grace thinks that such a conference 
at the present time will not be likely to 
gain any ground on that already covered 
in previous discussions. 


July 15, 1949, PEACE NEWS—3Z 


The Quaker 
Peace Testimony 


Christ demands of us that we adhere 
without swerving to the methods of love, 
and therefore if a seeming conflict should 
arise between the claims of His service and 
that of the State, it is to Christ that our 
supreme loyalty must be given whatever 
the consequences. 


—Statement from Committe ap- 
pointed by young men of ‘en- 
Bau os age, Yearly Meeting, 

15. 


The above is an extract from “The 
Quaker Peace Testimony,” an anthology 
compiled by Jos. S. Rowntree and Helen Byles 
Ford and published by the Friends Peace 
Committee, 6d. 


Recent Periodicals 
International Youth Review, Summer, 1949, 


D.8vo. 40pp and cover. (London: World 
Youth Friendship League, 6d.) 


ONTAINS, as_ usual,’ short, bright 
articles and information from a number 

of countries, mostly with an appeal to 
younger people. Of particular interest per- 
haps during “ Colonial Month ” are those on 
Bechuanaland by Rev. G. Michael Scott 
and on Nigeria by Reginald Sorensen, MP. 


Reconciliation, July, 1949. 20pp and cover. 


Pees Fellowship of Reconciliation, 


In musings from India, Horace Alexander 
writes of the ties which still bind that 
country to England; not the constitutional 
ones, but ties of interest and “ liking” 
which seem to. be evident in many places 
if one looks for them. He wonders if 
Englishmen have enough political and 
human imagination to respond with some 
continuous attention to Indian life amd 
thought. Other articles are by Dr. BE. L. 
Allen, and Canon L. W. Grensted. 


Cosmoglotta, June, 1949. D.8vo. 16pp. 
(Cheseaux sur Lausanne: Institute Oc- 
cidental, S.Frs. 8.) 


Readers interested in the possibilities. of 
an international language might like to get 
a copy of this Journal, written in one 
“composit ex li international paroles ja 
conosset sur li tot terra.” It is certainly 
easy to read if one has a fair knowledge 
of one or more of the Romance languages, 
but would probably be as difficult as any 
other to, say, an Asiatic. 

T.R.D. 


HOLIDAY VOLUNTARY SERVICE 


“Peace News” offices are to be re- 


decorated during August week 
Monday to Saturday (Ist to 6th) 
inclusive. 


Can you help us? 


A PPU member has generously 
donated the materials. All skilled 
and unskilled volunteers, men and 
women, will be welcomed for cleaning, 
decorating, carpentry, cooking and 
general help. Some assistance in the 
previous week also needed. 


Meals provided and fares paid if 
required. 


Offers as soon as possible please to 


PEACE NEWS 
3 Blackstock Road, London, N.4 


CLASSIFIED ADVERTISEMENTS 


this ig a free service, we reserve the 

1 wo select for publication notices sent 

Moje. Nevertheless desire to make it a6 

@ service as we reasonably can, 

fore urge organisers of eventa to: 

“Send notices to arrive not 
} than Monday. 


ly, /nclude: Date, TOWN, Time, 
Tey,, (hall, street); 
key, Speakers, organisers (and 
at 2ry’s address)—preferably in 
‘der and style. 


there 


Saturday, July 16 


DON. N.W.11: 3-8.30 
School, North End Road: Garden 
esPeaker: Francie Bartel, B.A. 
~Oast); Tickets le. 6d. from 38 
Square, W.C.1.; London Union 


a! 
ay 
EPrieip: 3 p.m. “Rydal,” Snaithing 
wad; Area Rally for South Yarks 
| 


IN 
Toy 
Y 


‘ 
oO 


Sunday, July 17 
he PARK: 7 p.m. Open-air meeting: 
ler, 2hdereon; PPU. 
SHR 


beep URY CORNER: 11 a.m. 
UNE: Islington PPU. 


SbuRY PARK: 11 a.m. 


BUR Open-air 

+ Stoke Newington PPU. 
Tuesday 1 

Aen esday, July 19. 

» INGHAM: 7.15 p.m. Key Boolf=|- 

ey Ale End; “Communism,” Leslie 
(Lecturer, Woodbroke College) ; 

ra Peers invited. West MidJands 


Oy, Wednesday, July 20 


“wi 
fin J0N, S.W.3: 7.45 p.m. 32 Egerton 
Mr WFaik by Bernard Boothrovd, 
eace News; S.W. London PPU. 


p.m _ King | Cornwall.; 


ont Derby; John Ferguson, MA, | meeting: 


Notes for your Diary 


Thursday, July 21 
LONDON, w.c.2: 1 p.m. Lincoln's Inn 


ae Open-air meeting; Stuart Morris; 


Saturday, July 23 
CROUCH HILL BROADWAY: 3.20 p.m. 


nature of | Open-air meeting: Hornsey PPU. 


SOUTHEND: 7.30 p.m. Labour Hal), 
London Road; “Is Peace with Russia 
Possible?’ Stuart Morris; Southend PPU 
Group. 


TRURO: Come-to-Good Friends Meeting 
House, between Falmouth and Truro; 
Area Rally; Further details from Stanley 
Keeble, en Nanteak, Allet, Truro, 

‘oR. 


Sunday, July 24 


HYDE PARK: 7 p.m. Open-air meeting: 
Stuart Morris; PPU. 


FINSBURY PARK: 11 a.m. Open-air 
Stoke Newington PPU. 
HIGHBURY CORNER: 11) a.m. Open- 


air meeting; Islington PPU. 


Thursday, July 28 


LONDON, W.C.1: 7 p.m D.ick Shep- 


Open- | pard House, 6 Endsleigh Street, ‘‘ Speakers 


Get Together,” Refreshments from 6.30; 
London Area, PPU. 


Saturday, July 30 to Saturday, 
August 6 

AMERSHAM: Youth Holiday  Con- 

ference; “ Citizena of the World"; Hlus- 


trated brochure from 88 Gordon Square, 
London, W.C.1. 
Saturday, August 6 


HYDE PARK: World Peace Day Meet- 
ing, PPU. 


PLEASE RESD CAREFULLY 


LATEST TIME for copy: Monday before 
publication. 


TERMS: Cash with order. 8d. per word, 
minimum 2s, 6d. (Box No. 6d. extra). 
Please don't send stamp, in payment, 
except for odd pence. Marimum length: 
60 words. Addreas for Box No. replies: 
Peace News, 3 Blackstock Rd., N.4. 


When corresponding with PN abou: an 
advertisement, quote its first wards, clacsi- 
fication, and date. 

We reserve the right to hoid over ad- 
vertiaements and to limit the frequency of 
continuing advertisementa. 


MEETINGS 
WEIGH HOUSE Church. 


Duke Street, 


W.1. (Bond St. Tube), Sunday evenings at | 2d 


7. The 


Gospel of Peace! 
follows. 


Social heur 


ACCOMMODATION 


ACCOMMODATION AVAILABLE vege- 
tarian and diet reform. Others welcomed. 
Sea front, small village. Innisfree, St. 
Mary's Bay, Ashford, Kent, 


DERBYSHIRE SILLS. Food Reform 
Vegetarian Guest House for happy holi- 
daya or restful recuperation; all modern 
comforts. A. and K. 8S. Ludlow, The 
Briars, Crich, Matlock, (Station: Amber- 
gate. Tel.: Ambergate 44). 


MOUNT AVALON, Glastonbury, Somer- 
set. Holidays in attractive country house, 
magnificent hill views, lovely walks. 
Own garden produce. Convenient Wells 
Cathedral, Cheddar Gorge, Bath, and 
Somerset Coast. Terms moderate. Sae for 
Brochure to Mrs. R. S. Hunt. 


COMFORTABLY FURNISHED Bedroom 
and Sitting Room, use kitchen, every 
convenience, suit teacher or business lady, 
no attendance. North London. References 
essential, Box No. 71. 


FOR QUIET holiday in pleasant sur- 
roundings—garden hut, electricity, Peat, 
Ditchiling, Sussex. 


NEWSPAPER WRAPPERS good quality 
cream wove 10 in. x 4 in. (as used m 
PN office) 2s. 100, 17s. 6d. 1,000 post free. 
Peace News, 3 Blackstock Road, London, 


FURNISHED, WELL-APPOINTED fiat | N.4. 


to let, 15 miles Baker Street. (London), 
two rooms, kitchenette, own meters, gar- 
den produce, £2 10a. per week. Also 
single room sharing household expenses. 
Box No. 72. 


INTERNATIONAL FRIENDSHIP 
League, Holiday Centre, Exeter, two weeks 
from Aug. 6. Write immediately Ray 
Reason, 148 Topsham Road, Exeter. 


FOR SALE & WANTED 


ANTI-CONSCRIPTION = Postcards—the 
amusing “I've got Scripture and Bayonet 
Practice for Homework” cartoon. Sample 

. 9d. dozen, 5s. 100 post free, from 
Peace News Publicationa Dept., 3 Black- 
stock Road, London, N.4. 


PORTABLE TYPEWRITER old-style 
“ Empire” three bank, with case and pad, 
in good working order, needs overhaul, 
£6. Write or call Peace News Ltd., 3 
Blackstock Road, London, N.4 


BIRTHDAY PRESENTS? Send books 
or book tokena—and order them now from 
Housmans Bookshop (your own  book- 
sellers) 3 Blackstock Road, London N.4. 


FIRST ‘‘Lady Chatterley" (Complete) 
D. H. Lawrence, 25s., ‘‘ Sexua) Behaviour,” 
(Kinsey Report), 32s. 6d.,  ‘ Bi-sexual 
Love,"" Stekel, 40s., ‘*Man and Machine,” 
Lawrence, 1s. 1d. Send for _ list of 
Selected Books. Corvinus, 5 Christmas 
Steps, BristoL 


GESTETNER REAM Duplicator (Just 
Tre-built) as new now. Bargain £28. 
Full details, Day, 5 Christmas Steps, 
Bristol. 


BAMBOO GARDEN Canes, Chinese im- 
ported. Raffia and Wood Garden Labels. 
Every kind of Cane for Canecraft supplied, 
wholesale and retail. ‘‘ Raffa Work & 
Basketry ” for beginners 28. 9d. post free. 
Further details, Whinea & Edgeler, The 
Bamboo People, Godmaunatone, Dorchester. 


LITERATURE, &e. 


QUAKERISM. Information and Litera- 
ture respecting the Faith and Practice of 
the Religious Society of Friends, free on 
application to the Frienda’ Home Service 
Comme Friends’ House, Euston Rd, 

naon. 


CORNER BOOKSHOP, 88 Montague 
Street, Worthing. Secondhand books. 
Liata on all aubjecta. Sociology, religion, 
literature, occult-psychology. Or your 
special wants. 


PERSONAL 


MARRIAGE BUREAU. Suitable intro: 
ductiens arranged privatety. Details free. 
Mary Blair (Room 59), 147 Holborn, B.C.1. 
PPU Group. 


GENTLEMAN SEEKS business partner- 
ship, cafe, electrical, ete. Capital avail- 
able. 10 Finch Road, Guildford, Sorrey. 


SITUATIONS AND WORK WANTED 


FIRST-CLASS duplicating, etc. Mabel 


Eyles, 29 Rokesby Avenue, London, N.8. 
MOU 1701. 


MISCELLANEOUS 


WAR RESISTERS' Internationa) wet 
comes gifts of foreign stampa and un- 
damaged air majl covers. Please send to 
WRI, Lansbury House, 88 Park Avenor 
Bush Hill Park, Enfield, Middlesex. 

ECONOMY LABELS for re-using en- 


velones. Large, good quality, cheap; 
publicising Peace News. Post free, for 
ls., 560; Is. 9d., 100: 15¢., 1,000. Also 


plain economy lables 1s., 100; &. 6d., 1,000 
post free. Pence News, 


Ltd., 
stock Road, London, N.4. 
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Horror Camp 
Survivors’ Appeal 
for Greek COs 


MHREE men who survived imprisonment 
=~ in a German concentration camp have 
appealed to the Greek Government on be- 
half of a number of Greek conscientious 
objectors who have been sentenced to long 
terms of imprisonment. 


The three men, Lucien Klien of Paris, 
Gustav Baumgarten of Bielefeld and Tom 
Rot of Amsterdam wrote: 


We, the undersigned, declare that we 
have been respectively from 1944, 1936 
and 1942, prisoners in German concen- 
tration camps. 


In those camps we became acquainted 
with thousands of representatives of 
different nations. Many of them con- 
vieted to lifelong imprisonment or to so 
called “‘ Schutzhaft,” which amounts to 
the same. 


The allied victory in 1945 liberated the 
still living from the concentration camp 
of Neuengamme/Watenstadt. Among 
our companions in distress were many 
Greeks who had been deported from their 
homesteads, destined for a certain death. 


For many of them we wrote letters in 
the German language to their families in 
Greece. Some of them received answers, 
the majority did not and had only the 
mutual consolation to which we tried to 
contribute. 


Among those Greeks we found people 
of the highest spiritual nobility and 
humanity, who died under the most bar- 
barous circumstances. 


We would endorse the letter sent by 
British MPs to the Queen of Greece, and 
in. remembrance of many Greeks who 
succumbed heroically in Germany, we 
pray that the Greek authorities will put 
anto practice the principles of spiritual 
liberty for which the best sons of Greece 
have fallen. 


The sentencing to death or to. imprison- 
ment for life of Greek COs seems to us 
to be in complete disagreement with 
spiritual liberty, 


We therefore pray you, in the expec- 
tation, of a fundamental change of your 
laws, tending to recognise conscientious 
objection to military serivce (as in the 
Netherlands, USA and the British Com- 
monwealth) to give provisional liberty to 
the persons concerned and all other con- 
scientious objectors, and to -revise their 
sentences, ‘ 

And in 80 doing, to collaborate in the 
construction of a new world in which 
spiritual compulsion succeeds military 
violence. 


In addition to appeals which have gone 
from British Peers and MPs and the Peace 
Pledge Union, letters have been sent to 
the Greek Government by sections of the 
War Resisters’ International in Australia, 
Denmark, Holland, Italy, New Zealand, 
Norway, Sweden and the USA. 


kk RK RK RK 
HOUSMANS BOOKSHOP 


Important new books for 
PEACE NEWS readers 


B. S. Chaturvedi and Margaret Svkes 
CHARLES FREER ANDREWS 
; Cloth boards 18s. 
Stiff paper covers 10s. 6d. 

A biography—introduced by his closest 
friend, M. K. GANDHI. 
Professor G. H. C. Macgregor, D.D. 
NEW TESTAMENT BASIS OF PACIFISM 
A new edition—paper covers 2s. 6d. 
Nicolas Berdyaev 
TOWARDS A NEW EPOCH 
His last collected essays 68. 
Frances, Beatrice & Robert Pollard 
DEMOCRACY AND THE QUAKER 
METHOD, 8s. 6d. 


Some Recent “ Penguins” 


LOCAL GOVERNMENT IN ENGLAND 
AND WALES 
W. E. Jackson, 1s. 6d. 
THE MAGISTRATES’ COURT 
F.T. Giles, 1s. 6d. 
LIFE IN AN, ENGLISH VILLAGE 
E. Bawden, 2s. 6d. 


MUSIC MAGAZINE 9 and SCIENCE 
NEWS 12 
Latest issues just out 1s. 6d. each 


POSTAGE extra—6d. large books, 
Penguins. 
(add half these rates for each axtra book) 


ANY BOOK SUPPLIED— 
SEND STAMPED ENVELOPE 
FOR OUR LATEST LIST 
Housmans Bookshop Ltd. 
Your own Booksellers 


3 Blackstock Rd., London, N.4 
kweKeKe Kwek KK 


3d. 


Letters 


His protest 


I SENT the following letter to Mr. Attlee 
during the period of the mock air battles: 


Dear Mr. Attlee, 


How much longer is the Socialist 
Party going to be the stooge of the rul- 
ing classes in this matter of war 


mongering ? 

You are sacrificing the chances of 
socialism (and you know it) by render- 
ing the night hideous by these bombastic 
threatening displays. 


Assuming that Russia is doing the 
same, why sink to the same level? 
Just like a couple of dogs, bristling, 
snarling and strutting around each other! 


If history teaches anything, it 
teaches that training and preparing for 
war have inevitably led to war. There 
is nothing more certain than that some 
bombers will always get through and we 
know what that means with up-to-date 
destructives. 


Divert this ruinous expenditure into 
constructive channels: house the people 
and break with the militaristic parasites 
who are engineering the destruction of 
all we have. 


I hope a million others have sent their 


protests. 
LEN SHIPP 


24, Pool Key Lane, 
Southport. 


%* EMRYS HUGHES 


(Continued from page one) 


as much as 17,000,000 marks on the plants 
that are now to be dismantled. 


Not only will this mean unemployment 
for the workers on the. plants but in- 
directly, it may mean less. work for miners 
too. 


The Ruhr has known chronic unemploy- 
ment before, it was one of the causes of the 
political disillusionment which led to the 
emergence and success of Hitler. 


Growing unemployment 


At the present time .there are already 
200,000 unemployed workers in Northrhine- 
Westphalia. 


Do we wish to add to the army of en- 
employed and what will the political con- 
sequences be? Will this help in the move- 
ment that hopes to make a political and 
economic success of Western Europe and to 
which the British Government is now fully 
committed ? 


It is quite possible for us to cripple the 
German industrial machine but does not 
European recovery and the standard of life 
in the countries which Germany occupied 
and conquered depend on the extent to 
which German industrial experience and 
capacity can be utilised in a peace economy 
which will enable the Germans to produce 
consumption goods? 


What is our reply to all this? 


In the Dock 


As a British MP and especially as 
a Socialist MP I felt very much in the Dock, 
very much on the defensive. 


After all it is we, not the soldiers or 
the civil servants and technicians who are 
carrying. out Government. instructions on 
the spot, who have the decision and the 
final responsibility. 


The military authorities argue, under- 
standably from their point of view, that 
once orders are given, especially to a mili- 
tary race like the Germans, it is dangerous 
to retreat. The answer is that this is 
hardly a_ sufficient reason for pursuing 
policies which are likely to lead to economic 
and political disaster. 


Strategic retreats may be justified in the 
political and economic spheres as well as 
military. 

Is it not folly to pursue a line of policy 
when times and circumstances have changed 
so rapidly rendering it dangerous and 
obsolete? 


Would not loss of face or prestige be 
compensated for by the fact that we 
would gain the co-operation and good 
will of the German people by a gesture 
which would show that we were prepared 
to let by-gones be by-gones and unite 
with them in a plan to re-build Europe? 


No doubt the technical experts on the 
spot can produce reasons why the demoli- 
tion should go on. After all that is not 
surprising, it is their job. 

We are told also that we cannot trust 
the Germans and that we must not take 
any risks by allowing plants to remain 
which will be war potential, 


On the other hand the Germans reply 
that the plants can be utilised for the pro- 
duction of soap, fats, paraffin and other 
chemical by products. These substances 
are scarce in Germany and the fact that 
plants that can produce them are likely 
to be destroyed has caused deep resentment. 


There is a psychological problem as well 
as an economic and military one. If we are 
going to maintain peace in Europe the 
mood of the younger generation in Germany 
matters more than whether a few more 
plants shall be removed from a country 
whose war economy has been shattered. 


We have to create the will to peace, the 
will to co-operate and that will not be done 
by actions and policies which the Germans 
believe will rob them of their jobs and make 
them permanently unemployed. 


'“ Many Men, Many M 


World police force 


JN view of your Commentary upon my 

letter about an international police 
force, perhaps you will permit me a few 
further observations. 

In the world at large, as in our own 
society, not, everyone would be law-abiding 
without some external restraint. Coercive 
force is therefore necessary. And though, 
for many practical purposes, an _ inter- 


national policeman may be likened to a civil | 


policeman there is the difference that with 
the former, lethal arms would be an essen- 
tial partrof. his outfit. 

Granted your International Government, 
with a worldwide organisation and control 
designed to facilitate a decent standard of 
life for all, a condition of its effective 
existence resides in a collective police force 
to act as a law-maintainer. The chief 
value of such a force would lie, I contend, 
not in any punitive action it might take, 
but in its being a deterrent to aggression. 

It is conceivable that there might still 
be outbreaks of trouble at times that the 
police force would have to deal with. In 
ordinary civil life it is generally possible 
to track down an offender against the law 
without disturbing the lives of citizens. 
But in such an international situation as I 
am envisaging, a number of _ innocent 
people might become casualties. Yet these 
would be few in relation to those who 
would have been victims if, in the absence 
of a law-maintaining body, brigandage 
among nations had been allowed to develop. 
To me it seems more than likely, however, 
that as the futility of aggression became 
more and more apparent, negotiating 
machinery provided for settlement of 
grievances would be increasingly used. 

G. I. BENNETT 
259 Broad Lane, 
Bramley, Leeds. 


Bouquet for readers 


AY I compliment you on. the recent 
isues of ,Peace News. 
Particularly imithe June 10 issue would 
I single out for appreciation ‘the fine selec- 
tion of letters in the correspondence 
column; expressing so aN points of view, 
inds.”” 
JAMES DOWNING 
75 Westminster Road, 
Selly Park, Birmingham, 29. 


INDIA’S MoH MEETS 
LONDON PACIFISTS 


AJ KUMARI AMRIT KAUR, 
the woman Minister of Health 
in the Indian Government, is now on 
an official visit to Britain to study 
our housing and health service pro- 


gress and problems. 

At Friends House, Euston Road, last 
Monday she was entertained to a lunch and 
conversation with a few representative 
pacifists. Those present were Lady Par- 
mor, Agatha Harrison, Eric Tucker, Percy 
Bartlett, Clifford Macquire, Gerald Bailey, 
Roderick Ede, Margaret Finch, Agnes 
Maclean, Gwen Paine and Bernard Booth- 
royd. ya 

The company felt it a great privilege to 
hear the first-hand impressions of this out- 
standing Indian personality, who besides 
her official distinction is a leading Indian 
pacifist and was a close friend and disciple 
of Gandhi. 

Raj Kumari, who was introduced by Eric 
Tucker, secretary of the Friends Peace 
Committee, gave an interesting account of 
her experiences as a pacifist through the 
recent internal troubles of her country. 
She expressed her great admiration of the 
personality of Pandit Nehru, who though 
unable to adopt the whole pacifist position 
is consistently sympathetic and helpful to 
the cause. ‘ 

At one time, she said, she had felt hesita- 
tien at accepting a position in a government 
whose dealings with neighbouring States 
were far from pacifist in method. But 
Gandhi himself had encouraged her to 
carry her pacifist witness as far as possible 
into every sphere and she had done so. 

“You will be Minister of Health” he re- 
minded her, “and you must remember that 
mental health is even more important than 
physical health.” 

She expressed great admiration of the 
progress and intentions of the Health 
Ministry of this country and of the 
charecter and ability of Aneurin Bevan. 

Much of her conversation was devoted 
to the outlook for the World Pacifist 

Meeting, of. which she will be vice- 

president, and which is to be held in 

India. next December, when leading paci- 

fists from al! countries will gather for 
with some of 


' two stern and vicious words:“ Sit down.” | tion 


CAMPAIGN 
COLUMN 


. By Roger Page 


“Cornelia kept her in talk till her'. 
children came from school, and these, 
said she, are my jewels.” 

Richard Burton 
—Anatomy of ‘Melancholy . 


ECIDING that I would writ 

J this column during a_ tral 
journey to the North, I had mentallf 
earmarked two possible subjects fé 
it. 
Circumstances have practically compellel 
which one I should choose, for the carriaft 
in which I write is shared—shared? sal 
rather commandeered—by a man and will 
(I assume) and their three boys—elevenis 
Michael, an apparently nameless at 
crawling nipper and_a midway strippli® 
charmingly named Roger, causing refle 
actions in my muscles the first eight timé 
he was told not to. i 
I have never, in a life lived in publi 
protest and private expostulation, felt 4 
tempted to interfere where I had no @ 


No. | 


The 


pecial right to; rarely have I felt # A R 
tempted to read a lecture on child welfat > 7 la 
and upbringing. During the long journd British 
mother ignored the children except for # 1947 
occasional snarl and one quite savage wé cA 
loping for the eldest where even a cro , ! 
word would have had no_ justificatio three 
Father was scarcely better and even an @} py, 
cited dash to him in the corridor by Michaé Lhe 


toannounce the sight of a blue engine—thi® Party ” 
of it!—met with only a pointing finger ab Februa 


0: 


This was cruelty and none the less *g 
because the parents would have been sv! farch 
prised to hear it so described. It is quill py)... 


common, for, alas, many chikiren are tht a 
unkindly treated. Yet it would be a saf a. 
surmise that, during a war, these paren? of 
would suffer great risks to save 
lives of the youngsters; and which o 
would not? » Comm 

Here is one of the great tasks for maf Politica] 
kind; to make the world safe for its chilé *oMtinue 
ren, to get rid of the evil of war, Watd 2° come. 
your son at his homework, or your daught4 Deviet x 
who can skip crosshands, or anybody: “Sign « 
children. Pence th 
Do you not feel the great urge to sa® Sate 
their lives and their future? ink se 
Is it not worth some struggle and effort: , Simila 
Is it not perhaps the greatest sin of we neMocra 
that it is such a betrayal of these of ye mun 


Solutic 
Serts, 
t _ even 
f rf Stitution 


jewels? este 

A striking new campaign leaflet shot : 
how Britain has withheld £7 million to hel Americ 
save the worlds children from disease 3% After 
starvation, yet pays out £760 million thlin econ 
year for defence. Will you send for fr Report 1 
supplies of this leaflet and put them infthe Rus 


the hands of mothers and fathers and # seem it) 
who care for the youngsters of the world, iy allo 
raditi 
Pamphlet all should read eter 
The latest PN pamphlet is worth yot “értain 
attention. Called “What Price Salvatid Tank (w 
Now?” it is by that young veterd S°cieties 
Laurence Housman. It is simply af SiStency 
straightforwardly written and its ded “sily in 
sincerity and humanity make it one of #& Ameri 
best statements against war that have 4! tions ww} 
peared for many years. Every PN read! seem yj, 
should read this pamphlet and would # come io 
evitably draw new strength and hope fré! forward, 
doing 80; its pages radiate a passion § their sh, 
conviction which is quite warming. } j 
: The tw 


Supplies are available at PPU and 


PN office; 3d. including postage. 

Campaign Committee has also done a sm# ,, Des 
edition specially for free distribution, a? USA ; 
so marked. A copy or two of this will? there 
sent to those who will promise to see th? ™odat 
they are actually used for the purpo& to con 
for which they were produced. So maf the ty 
words are printed on the necessity for w! other, 


that we should be glad to distribute tH _ Soviet 
simple and moving statement on peace. ) Stalin, 
“4 Warrant, 


vould 8 

The latest books, pamphlets andj ator’ < 

periodicals (whether or not reviewed ™ mag, .~ 

Peace News) are always available fro at 

your own Booksellers thaytthor 

ca 

HOUSMANS BOOKSHOP s:",: 
| aw 


3 Blackstock Road, London, Ni in Amol 


Send s.a.a. for latest list, Mail order specialio™ 


Consultations by sppointment 


TOM KEELL WOLFE Bomb 
Registered Naturopath H ic bill 

Graduate of Edinburgh School of | Self 
Natural Therapeutics etter 

21 Promenade, Cheltenham, Glos. Russiz 
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